Reading I: Phonemic Awareness & Phonics - Phonological processing is the ability to identify, organize and manipulate the formal sounds of which a particular language is constructed. It is the essential building block for language use. Individuals need to be able to notice, think about, and work with the separate sounds of language before they can effectively read print, listen to directions, and remember words to use in discussions or writing. The most effective intervention for an individual with very weak phonological processing is retraining them how to analyze the sound bytes that make up words through a structured, sequential, and multi-sensory intervention program. The Family & Learning Center’s phonological and orthographic processing retraining program uses the Orton-Gillingham approach to teach the student to engage all the senses in learning about sounds. Connections are made between the visual, auditory, and kinesthetic-tactile pathways. Retraining in this area focuses on strengthening the student’s ability to:

· Identify the individual sounds that make up the English language

· Categorize the sounds that make up language

· Blend sounds to form words

· Segment words into individual sounds 

· Delete and add sounds to form new words

· Substitute sounds to make new words

Through phonics training, students learn about sound-symbol relationships, letter-sound associations, sound-spelling structures, and how sounds look when written in words. Training in this area assists students in decoding and spelling at the individual word level. Specific rules of language are taught in a systematic way so that the individual understands the way words are constructed in the English language. 
